
1 

 

Let’s “ZoomIt”!  

     

� Download a free copy of ZoomIt at 

http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/sysinternals/bb897434.aspx. 

 

� Features: 

• Desktop Magnifier 

• Write and/or draw on the Desktop/Screen 

• Timer 

 

� How It Works: 

Once installed, ZoomIt runs unobtrusively in the Desktop tray.  To activate one of its 

features, simply right click on the ZoomIt icon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then select the feature you would like to 

use. 
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Use your “Esc” key to exit any ZoomIt feature. 

� Customizing ZoomIt 

In order to customize the features of ZoomIt, right click on the ZoomIt icon and 

select “Options”. 

 

 

The “Zoom” tab allows you to 

customize your “Zoom Toggle”.  For 

example, mine is set to “Ctrl + 1” – 

which means in addition to utilizing 

the arrow keys, I can use this “hot 

key” or shortcut to zoom in or out of 

information on my screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Draw” tab allows you to create a 

“hotkey” to draw on the screen 

without activating ZoomIt.  This tab 

also provides you with shortcuts to: 

• Erase information 

• Adjust the pen width and color 

• Create straight lines,  

rectangles, ellipses and arrows 

• Clear the screen for a black or 

white sketchpad 

• Copy or save a zoomed screen 
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The “Type” tab allows you to enter 

typing mode.  You can also select your 

font style in this area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Break” tab allows you to set the 

timer.  Additionally, you identify a 

“hotkey” to activate the timer. 
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If you really want to get creative, click 

on the “Advanced” button on the 

“Break” tab to: 

• Play a sound when the timer 

expires 

• Change the opacity and/or 

position of the displayed timer 

• Set a background 

  

 

 

 

� Additional Classroom Applications: 

• Text rendering 

• Focus correction areas 

• Use for pair share and timed group activities 

 

� If you would like further assistance with the usage and/or integration of ZoomIt 

in your classroom, please contact:  

 

Jamie ☺ 

 

 

Jamie Forshey 

Instructional Technology Coach 

Bellwood-Antis School District 

jlf@blwd.k12.pa.us 

 



5 

 

““Hotkey” Cheat Sheet  
� Zoom – Ctrl + 1 (or however you choose to customize this option) 

 

� Draw – Ctrl +2  (or however you choose to customize this option) 

 

• Ctrl + Z – Erases last drawing 

• e – Erase all 

• Space Bar – centers cursor 

• Pen width – Ctrl + arrow keys 

• Red – r 

• Yellow – y 

• Green – g 

• Blue – b 

• Orange – o 

• Pink – p 

• Line – Shift  

• Rectangle – Ctrl 

• Ellipse – Tab  

• Arrow – Shift + Ctrl 

• Sketchpad – white (w); black (k) 

• Copy – Ctrl + C; Save – Ctrl + S 

 

� Timer – Ctrl +3  (or however you choose to customize this option) 

 

• Increase/Decrease Time – Arrow keys 

• To move away from the timer (without losing time) – Alt + Tab; To 

reactivate the timer – Left click on the ZoomIt icon 


